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Our Pledge to Students: 
Rhodes State College will establish a semester conversion plan which promotes a working partnership 
with students to ensure that they are not disadvantaged during their transition to semesters.  For that 
reason, each degree/certificate-seeking student enrolled at Rhodes State prior to Fall 2012 shall receive 
the following Pledge from Rhodes State:

As Ohio moves to the University System of Ohio (USO), the Governor has set forth an initiative that all public 
institutions are required to change from quarters to semesters. This change will enable better transfer of credits, a 
common calendar with other public institutions in Ohio, and an earlier end to the academic year.  Rhodes State 
College will establish a semester conversion plan which promotes a working partnership with students to ensure 
that they are not disadvantaged during their transition to semesters. For that reason, each degree/certificate-
seeking student enrolled at Rhodes State prior to Fall 2012 shall receive the following Pledge from Rhodes State:

No Loss of Credit
Credits earned by you in your chosen program before the semester conversion will be applied 
after the conversion.

No Extended Time to Graduation
If you are on track to complete your degree within a certain timeframe at the point of semester 
conversion and follow your Individual Transitioning Academic Plan (ITAP), you will be able to 
complete your degree and graduate on time.

No Increased Costs
Your annual tuition and fees will not be greater for a two-semester academic year than for the 
three-quarter academic year system. Please note that the College may implement annual tuition 
increases as authorized by the Board of Trustees.

Questions? 
See your academic advisor.  

www.RhodesState.edu/semesters
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Overview of Semester Conversion

Rhodes State College has begun the process of converting from quar-
ters to semesters.  By Fall 2012, Rhodes State College will have adopted 
a semester system. Th is is being done as a result of the initiative by the 
Governor of Ohio that all public institutions are required to change from 
quarters to semesters.  Th is change will enable better transfer of credits, a 
calendar similar to other public institutions in Ohio, and an earlier end to 
the academic year.  

Several advantages exist for students with regards to quarter to semester 
conversion.  Th ey include:

• More time for students to absorb and understand course material;
• More time to work on projects and papers;
• Alignment with the University System of Ohio (USO) to enable 
 easier transfer to other Ohio institutions; and
• Earlier graduation, due to an earlier close of the academic year, 
 could give students a job market advantage. 

You will be expected to meet with either your faculty academic advi-
sor or professional staff  academic advisor to complete an Educational 
Plan for Quarter Completers (EPQC) which will be discussed on page 
8 of this publication.  Students who are eligible and plan to complete 
their program on quarters – by the end of Summer 2012 - are consid-
ered Completers. Students who will be unable to complete their course 
of study prior to the Fall of 2012 will be considered Transition Students 
and will need to complete an Individual Transitioning Academic Plan 
(ITAP) which is discussed on page 8. Please frequently check the Rhodes 
State College web page--www.rhodesstate.edu--for updated information 
regarding the semester conversion process including advising updates.
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Determining Your Student Status

Completer Student 
• If you are a currently enrolled, returning or 

transfer student with the potential to complete 
your intended major or degree under the quarter 
system on or before the Summer Quarter 2012, 
you will be considered a “Completer.” 

• Your status will be determined aft er meeting with 
your assigned academic advisor.   You and your 
assigned advisor will use the Degree Audit Report 
System (DARS) to review progress towards com-
pleting the requirements for the major/degree, the 
number of credit hours earned, and the number 
of courses needed to complete before Fall 2012.

Transition Student
• If you are a currently enrolled, returning, 

transfer or new fi rst-time student, who will re-
quire classes in both the quarter and semester 
systems, you will be considered a “Transition 
Student.” 

• Your status will be determined aft er meeting 
with your assigned academic advisor. 

• You and your assigned academic advisor will 
use the Degree Audit Report System (DARS) 
to review progress towards completing the 
requirements for the major/degree, the num-
ber of credit hours earned, and the number of 
courses needed to complete your degree.

How do you determine your status?
•  Meet with your assigned academic advisor
•  Review the Degree Audit Reporting System (DARS)
•  Complete an Educational Plan

StudentHandbookfinal.indd Spread 5 of 10 - Pages(16, 5) 9/8/2010 11:24:45 AM



6 | Q2S CONVERSION

Our Pledge to Students 

Rhodes State College has established a semester conversion plan which 
promotes a working partnership with students to ensure that they are not 
disadvantaged during their transition to semesters.  For that reason, each 
degree/certifi cate-seeking student enrolled at Rhodes State prior to Fall 
2012 shall receive the following Pledge from Rhodes State: 

• No Loss of Credits.  Credits earned by you in your chosen 
program before the semester conversion will be applied aft er 
the conversion.

• No Extended Time to Graduation.  If you are on track to 
complete your degree within a certain timeframe at the point 
of semester conversion and follow your Individual Transi-
tioning Academic Plan (ITAP), you will be able to complete 
your degree and graduate on time.

• No Increased Costs.  Your annual tuition and fees will not be 
greater for a two-semester academic year than for the three-
quarter academic year system. Please note that the College 
may implement annual tuition increases as authorized by the 
Board of Trustees.
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Our Pledge to Students Continued

Our Pledge to Students is established on a set of expectations for both the 
College and the students.  Th e following expectations shall serve as the 
basis for honoring the Pledge:

  Rhodes State College will:
1. provide appropriate and accessible advising resources to assist 

each qualifying student in developing an ITAP that defi nes a path 
toward degree completion; and

2. provide instructional resources and courses needed by the 
student to complete the ITAP and/or a revised plan to accommo-
date for the needed course.

  Th e qualifying student will:
1. work with an appropriate advisor to complete and sign-off  on 

the ITAP that will be maintained as a part of the student’s record; 
and

2. understand that the Pledge will be honored only if the student: 
meets with an appropriate College advisor and completes ITAP, 
follows the prescribed ITAP as agreed upon, maintains continu-
ous enrollment, and achieves passing grades in all assigned ITAP 
courses.
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Completing an Educational Plan

Th e Educational Plan for Quarter Completers (EPQC) and the Individual 
Transitional Academic Plan (ITAP) are essential tools designed to guide 
educational planning during the conversion period.

Th e EPQC and the ITAP serve as guides to graduation.  If you plan to 
complete your coursework prior to Fall 2012, when the semester con-
version takes eff ect, you complete an EPQC. Th e EPQC will explain the 
requirements  needed to fi nish under the current quarter system. If you 
do not plan to complete your studies prior to Fall 2012 you will complete 
an Individual Transitional Academic Plan (ITAP).  Th e ITAP will show 
the requirements needed to fi nish, how those courses will fi t into the new 
semester system requirements, and how remaining courses can be com-
pleted without any additional time without investing beyond what would 
normally have been required under the quarter system.

e as guides to graduation. If you plan to
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Financial Aid and Billing

Financial aid will continue to be awarded based on the Expected Family 
Contribution (EFC) as 
determined by the Free 
Application for Federal 
Student Aid (FAFSA). 
On the quarter system, 
fi nancial aid awards are 
made three times per 
year, typically fall, win-
ter, and spring terms.  
On the semester system, 
fi nancial aid awards will 
be made twice per year, 
typically fall and spring. 
Th e annual fi nancial 
aid award will remain 
unchanged, but will 
be disbursed over two 
academic terms rather 
than three.  

• Th e semester conversion does not aff ect the availability of fi nan-
cial aid or the amount of fi nancial aid a student may receive.

• An academic year will have two semesters, rather than three 
quarters.

• Th e annual award amount will be disbursed in halves, rather than 
thirds.

• Students must continue to maintain Satisfactory Academic 
Progress (SAP) to receive fi nancial aid. Th e current SAP policy is 
based on progress in a quarter-based academic year. Th is policy 
will change to refl ect the semester conversion and SAP will be 
processed aft er each semester.

• You must be registered for 12 semester credit hours per semester 
to be considered a full-time student.

• To be eligible for a student loan, you must be enrolled in at least 
six (6) semester credit hours per semester.
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2011-2012 Academic Calendar

Summer Quarter 2011

Quarter and fi rst fi ve-week term classes begin Mon., June 20

Independence Day observed—no classes, offi  ces closed Mon., July 4

Final examinations for fi rst fi ve-week term courses Fri.-Sat., July 22-23

Second fi ve-week term classes begin Mon., July 25

Final examinations for eight-week term courses Mon.-Tues., Aug. 15-16

Last day of regularly  scheduled quarter and 2nd fi ve-week term courses Fri., Aug. 26

Final quarter and second fi ve-week term examinations Mon.,-Wed., Aug. 29-31

Fall Quarter 2011

Quarter and fi rst fi ve-week term classes  begin Wed., Sept. 21

Final examinations for fi rst fi ve-week term courses Wed., Oct. 26

Second fi ve-week term classes begin Th urs., Oct. 27

Veterans’ Day observed—no classes, offi  ces closed Fri., Nov. 11

Th anksgiving Day—no classes, offi  ces closed Th urs., Nov. 24

Columbus Day observed—no classes, offi  ces closed Fri., Nov. 25

Last day of regularly scheduled quarter and 2nd  fi ve-week term courses Fri., Dec. 2

Final quarter and second fi ve-week term examinations Mon.-Sat., Dec. 5-10

Holiday Break Holiday observed - offi  ces closed Mon.-Fri., Dec. 26-30

Winter Quarter 2012

New Year’s Day observed—offi  ces closed Mon., Jan. 2

Quarter and fi rst fi ve-week term classes begin Tues., Jan. 3

Martin Luther King Day—no classes, offi  ces closed Mon., Jan. 16

Final examinations for fi rst fi ve-week term courses Th urs.-Fri., Feb. 2-3

Second fi ve-week term classes begin Mon., Feb. 6

Last day of regularly scheduled quarter and 2nd  fi ve-week term courses Mon., March 12

Final quarter and second fi ve-week term examinations Tue.-Mon., Mar. 13-19

Spring Break Tues.-Fri., March 20-23

Spring Quarter 2012

Quarter and fi rst fi ve-week term classes begin Mon., March 26

Final examinations for fi rst fi ve-week term courses Mon.-Tues., April 30-May 1

Second fi ve-week term classes begin Wed., May 2

Memorial Day—no classes, offi  ces closed Mon., May 28

Last day of regularly scheduled classes Sat., June 2

Final quarter and second fi ve-week term examinations Mon.-Sat., June 4-9

Commencement Sat., June 9
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2012-2013 Academic Calendar

Summer Quarter* 2012

Quarter and fi ve-week term classes begin Mon., June 18

Independence Day observed—no classes, offi  ces closed Wed., July 4

Final examinations for fi ve-week term courses Mon.-Tues., July 23-24

Last day of regularly scheduled seven and one-half week quarter Wed., August 8

Final examinations for seven and one-half week term courses Th urs.-Fri., Aug. 9-10

Fall Semester 2012

Semester classes begin Wed., Aug. 22

Labor Day – no classes, offi  ces closed Mon., Sept. 3

Veteran’s Day observed – no classes, offi  ces closed Mon., Nov. 12

Th anksgiving Day – no classes, offi  ces closed Th urs., Nov. 22

Columbus Day observed – no classes, offi  ces closed Fri., Nov. 23

Last day of classes Fri., Dec. 7

Final examinations Mon.-Sat., Dec. 10-15

Spring Semester 2013

New Year’s Day Observed – offi  ces closed Tues., Jan. 1

Semester classes begin Mon., Jan. 7

Martin Luther King Day – no classes, offi  ces closed Mon., Jan. 21

Spring Break – College offi  ces open Mon.-Fri., Mar. 11-15

Last day of classes Fri., Apr. 26

Final examinations Mon.-Sat., Apr. 29-
May 4

Commencement TBA

*Because this is a transitional quarter, most Summer classes will be held  in a 5 week and/or 
7 1/2 week term.  Special arrangements may be made for certain programs.  See your academic 
advisor for details. 

Dates subject to change.  The most recent calendar can be found on the Semester 
Conversion website  at www.RhodesState.edu/semesters
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Curriculum Changes
Course off erings and requirements are under continual examination 
and revision, so requirements for majors, certifi cates and programs can 
change at any time.  As the curriculum changes for semester conversion, 
the College will work with students to develop transition plans that allow 
you to complete your requirements and meet your academic goals with 
minimal disruption. 

Course Numberings
As Rhodes State converts from quarters to semesters (beginning in Fall 
2012), all classes will be assigned new course numbers and some of the 
classes will also have new course names.  See some examples of how the 
course names and numbers will change when the College converts from 
quarters to semesters in the Course Equivalency Table below.  Th e subject 
prefi x, e.g. COM or MTH or DHY will stay the same.  Students will notice 
a change in the course number codes, from a 3-digit to a 4-digit course 
numbering code. Th is will distinguish quarter courses from semester 
courses. Th ere will be courses that are combined, such as in the Math 
example (see below), in which three Math courses are converted into two 
semester courses.  You will need to read the course descriptions and talk 
to an advisor to help understand these changes. 

Course Equivalency Table

Course Name Quarter 
Course #

Quarter 
Credit Hours

Semester 
Course #

Semester 
Credit Hours

Anatomy and 
Physiology I

BIO-111 5 BIO-1110 4 

English 
Composition

COM-111 5 COM-1110 3

Calculus 
and Analytic 
Geometry I, II, 
and III

MTH-163
MTH-164
MTH-165

5
5
5

MTH-1710
MTH-1720

5
5

Drug Th erapy 
for Health Care 
Providers

BHS-206 3 BHS-2060 2

From a 3-digit to a 4-digit code

Courses combined
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Quarter to Semester Hours Conversion
As a general rule, credits earned under the quarter system are to be con-
verted to semester credits by multiplying the number of quarter credits by 
.67.  For example, a student who has earned 60 quarter credits: 60 mul-
tiplied by .67 = 40.2 semester credit hours.  Although semester courses 
carry fewer credit hours than equivalent quarter courses, the number of 
semester credits required to earn a degree is reduced by an equivalent 
amount.

If you have already completed some of your degree under the quarter sys-
tem, your academic advisor can help you determine how many semester 
hours are needed to complete your degree.  Th e following table provides  
examples of general conversions from quarter hours to semester hours.

Quarter to Semester Conversion Table
Earned Quarter Hours Conversion 

Multiplier
Earned Semester 

Credit Hours

110

.67

73.7

90 60.3

60 40.2

45 30.15

15 10.05

12 8.04

9 6.03

6 4.02

3 2.01

1 .67
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Degree Audit Reports (DARS) 

DARS is the automated degree audit system available through STARS 
Online.  As you plan your courses, DARS reports are a good tool to use 
to ensure that you are still on course to graduate on time.  To make your 
DARS report serve you better, here are some user instructions: 

• Make sure that Rhodes State has the current major in the system
• Go to STARS On-line 
• Log into STARS On-line
• Click on Student Services
• Click on DARS
• Click on Submit and Audit
• Click on Run Audit
• Click on View Audit
• Click on Your Audit
• Your major is listed at the top of the Audit Report

Make sure that the catalog year at the top of the audit is cor-
rect.  Please keep in mind that the graduation requirements 
outlined in the catalog during the year that you started your 
degree may change if you have taken longer than two years to 
complete your degree.  

For example:
A student planning to graduate in June 2012 must comply with 
catalog requirements that existed during 2010-2011.
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Please refer to the catalog requirements that were in place two years prior 
to your graduation.  It is recommended that you meet with your assigned 
academic advisor at least one year prior to graduation to ensure you will 
meet all requirements for the degree.  You will receive a letter stating the 
name and contact information of your academic advisor.  A link to all 
academic advisors is available on the Semester Conversion website at 
www.RhodesState.edu/Semesters.
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Graduation  

In addition to the signifi cant 
changes regarding semester 
conversion, all graduates must 
meet the general graduation 
requirements listed below.  
Th is is the pathway to 
graduation. 

Th ese requirements include:

• Final cumulative grade point average of 2.0 or higher

• Satisfaction of all fi nancial obligations

• Resolutions of all holds, including high school transcript hold

• Existence of an electronic portfolio with the prescribed number 

of submissions

• Credit for or Waiver of SDE 101, First year Experience

• Credit for the class designated as the capstone course experience

• Completion of the ACT-Collegiate Assessment of Academic 

Profi ciency (CAAP)

• Completion of a graduation petition and payment

• Completion of at least 20 technical credits earned at Rhodes 

State College for Associate in Applied Science, Associate of 

Applied Business and Associate of Technical Studies degrees (for 

Associate of Science and Associate of Arts degrees, at least 10 of 

these credits must be completed in the area of concentration

Additional requirements may be necessary for individual programs.  
Students should speak with a academic advisor, either faculty or a staff  
advisor, to insure graduation requirements are met.

i f 2 0 hi h
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Glossary of Terms

Academic Advisor:  Assists students in identifying the appropriate 
coursework to take each quarter, taking into consideration pre- and co-
requisite requirements.  Academic advisors provide assistance in areas 
such as undecided student advising, qualifi cation for health programs, 
petitions for reinstatement, petitions for withdrawal, academic probation, 
identifying career choices, developing educational planning forms for 
fi nancial aid appeals and other issues related to academic success.  Go to 
www.RhodesState.edu/semesters to view the Academic Advisor list.   

Completer Student:  A currently enrolled, returning or transfer student 
with the potential to complete the intended major or degree under the 
quarter system on or before the Summer Quarter 2012.

DARS:  Th e automated degree audit system available through STARS 
Online. 

EPQC:  An Educational Plan for Quarter Completers

ITAP:  An Individual Transitional Academic Plan

Pledge to Students: Rhodes State College has established a semester con-
version plan which promotes a working partnership with students to en-
sure that they are not disadvantaged during their transition to semesters. 

Semester Conversion:  By Fall 2012, Rhodes State College will have adopt-
ed a semester system. Th is is being done as a result of the initiative by the 
Governor of Ohio that all public institutions are required to change from 
quarters to semesters.  Th is change will enable better transfer of credits, a 
calendar similar to other public institutions in Ohio, and an earlier end to 
the academic year.  

Transition Student:  A currently enrolled, returning, transfer or new fi rst-
time student, who will require classes in both the quarter and semester 
systems.  
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Notes
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Notes
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