
 

  

 

 

 

Many scholarships are available through the Rhodes 

State College Foundation and through external 

sources for students.  Applications for scholarships 

are available January 2012 and provide funding for 

the upcoming academic year.    

STARS Online is the process for submission of 

Foundation Scholarship Applications to Rhodes 

State College. 

Please read this important information that will help 

you complete the online application process.  This 

document will help you through the STARS Online 

Scholarship process. Any information in RED 

provides very important information for your use.  

The screens used in the Tutorial are for examples 

only.  
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Important Information 

There are some very important things you must know to submit scholarship applications through the 

STARS Online system: 

1) STARS Online Scholarships may be accessed with Internet Explorer, Safari, Chrome, or Mozilla/Firefox 

browswers. If you are having trouble with one, try a different web browser. 

2) Allow pop-ups on your computer. 

3) Enable cookies on your system. 

If you have problems with any of these items, please contact your web provider.  If you use a computer on 

campus at Rhodes State College, you may contact the Help Desk at (419) 995-8069 for assistance. 
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Before you Apply: 

1. Obtain a working email address. Your College email is best. 

2. Obtain a Rhodes State Identification number. This number is assigned to you when you apply to 

Rhodes State College.  If you do not yet have this ID Number, you will need to contact the Admissions 

Office (419) 995-8320 at Rhodes State College to submit your College Application and/or obtain your 

ID Number. 

3. Know your academic plans. You will be required to identify a major and degree or certificate to 

complete the process.  

4. Submit your FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) , available online at www.fafsa.gov to 

be eligible for scholarships using financial need as criteria. The Rhodes State College school number for 

FAFSA application is 010027. 

5. Complete two FERPA Release Forms to give to those you ask to submit Recommendation forms or 

letters.  

6. Ask at least two persons to complete Recommendation forms or letters for you. Some scholarships 

identify specific persons to provide these recommendations such as your program chair or clinical 

instructor. Teachers, counselors, and employers generally are good choices for recommendations.  The 

forms are available online at www.RhodesState.edu/scholarships. 

7. You will be required to complete at least one 500-word personal statement responding to the 

following: “Pick an experience from your own life and explain how it has influenced your development.  

In addition, how will receiving a scholarship help you meet your educational and career goals?” Prepare 

this personal statement prior to logging in to the STARS Online system. (Contact Rhodes State College 

Learning Center for assistance in writing a personal statement.) 

8. Prepare a Professional Resume, which includes your activities, honors, and community service, 

highlighting current and past employment with a brief job description. (Contact Rhodes State College 

Career Services for help in preparing a professional resume.) 

 

To login to the STARS Online system, enter the following address in your web browser: 

www.rhodesstate.edu/scholarships  

As you proceed through the application process, if you have 

questions that are not answered by this Tutorial, please call Julie 

Herbst, Financial Aid, at (419) 995-8070.  

 

The first time you enter the STARS Online system, click 

START HERE to create your account.  

Please note: Once your User Name and Password are entered, 

click   to edit your information, NOT “Start Here” or you 

will not be able to access any previously entered information.   

http://www.rhodesstate.edu/scholarships
http://www.rhodesstate.edu/scholarships
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Personal Information 

Once you enter your User Name and Password (your choice), keep a record of the Username and 

Password so that you may re-enter the STARS Online system.  You will need to return to the system to 

complete certain elements of the application process.  

Knowingly providing 

false information 

will automatically 

disqualify you from 

any scholarship 

awards. 

* I MPO RT A NT !   

Please provide a valid 

e-mail address.  Your 

logon identification 

will be sent to this 

address.  All 

scholarship award 

letters and other 

communications 

regarding the 

Foundation 

Scholarship 

application process 

will be sent via e-

mail, so PLEASE be 

SURE that the e-mail 

address you provide is 

correct. 

All information 

provided must be 

accurate – some 

scholarships are 

awarded based on the 

criteria you enter here. 

Required fields are indicated by an *.  

The RSC (Rhodes State College) Student ID#  is assigned to you when you apply to Rhodes State College.  If 

you do not yet have this ID Number, you will need to contact the Admissions Office (419) 995-8320 at 

Rhodes State College to submit your College Application and/or obtain your ID Number.   
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Opening Questionnaire 

Read each question carefully before answering.  

Additional questions will appear as you click on your answers. 

If you are unsure of your program of study area, please check the current Rhodes State College catalog and 

look up your program of study area based on your major. 

When completing each section of the application, you must click “Save and Exit” or “Save and Continue” 

or your progress will not be saved. 
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Academic Information 

If all required fields are not completed, when you click “Save and Continue” the fields indicated will need to 

be completed. If you are unsure of the answers, you have two options: 

1)  Enter a number, click “Save and Continue” to proceed through the application process and then obtain the 

information and return at a later time to enter the correct information, OR 

2)  Click “Save and Exit”, obtain the 

information and complete the 

application at a later date. 

Remember, knowingly providing 

false information will automatically 

disqualify you from any 

scholarship awards, so you must 

return to the system and enter the 

correct information at a later date.  

Not all high schools are listed in the 

drop-down list. If you do not see your 

high school listed, please select 

“OTHER SCHOOL NOT LISTED”. 

 

 

 

For current student’s Student Grade Status, enter your approximate grade status based on the number of 

credit hours you have completed: 

 

0-30 college credit hours 

completed = Freshman 

 

31+ college credit hours 

completed = Sophomore   
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Personal Statement & Professional Resume  

All scholarship applications require a personal statement. When you get to the Recommended Scholarships 

list, some scholarships require a more specific personal statement in addition to the Personal Statement & 

Professional Resume (as shown below).   

In the Before You Apply section of this tutorial (page 3), #7 advises you complete the Personal Statement 

in Word.  Copy and paste your Personal Statement from Word into the appropriate section.   

If you have not prepared your Personal Statement in Word, enter your answers in each section.  As you work 

on the Personal Statement, you may be timed out of the system, depending on your system settings.  If you 

type your Personal Statement and don’t click “Save” you will lose the information entered. Our 

recommendation is to:  

1) Type in “will complete later” in order to continue the application process. 

2) Click “Save and Continue” to continue with the application or “Save and Exit” to exit the STARS 

Online system. 

3) Type the answers to the Personal Statement & Professional Resume section in another document, such 

as Word, open that document, then copy and paste into the Personal Statement & Professional Resume 

section form on the STARS Online system. Ensure your answers are free of errors. 
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Upload /Attach Documents 

Recommendation forms can be obtained from the Rhodes State web site at 

www.RhodesState.edu/scholarships. You may either submit your Recommendation forms or letters to the 

Financial Aid Office at Rhodes State College (Public Service Building Room 150) or upload the completed 

Recommendations here. Some of the scholarships on the “Recommended Scholarships” list may require 

Recommendations from specific persons such as clinical instructors or the chair of your major.  Our 

suggestion to you is to click “Save and Continue” your first time through and then obtain the two or more 

Recommendations and submit before the deadline. 

It is your responsibility to ensure the Recommendations have been received by the Financial Aid Office by 

the March 2, 2012 deadline. Review this screen in STARS Online to view submissions. 

 

 

 

  

http://www.rhodesstate.edu/scholarships


9 of 10 
 

Recommended Scholarships 

This wizard will help you to set up your application and help determine your best scholarship options.  When 

you reach this page, you have not yet applied for any scholarships. The information you have provided up to 

this point will help determine the scholarships for which you may qualify.  You will need to click   

for each scholarship for which you are interested applying.   

IMPORTANT: You must click  to view and complete the scholarship application process. 
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Scholarship Criteria/Eligibility Requirements 

This page details the requirements of each of the scholarships for which you may qualify.  Please make sure 

you review and complete each of the scholarship eligibility requirements and check  all that apply for each 

of the scholarships you are applying. 

Knowingly providing false information will automatically disqualify you from any scholarship awards. 

 

You may submit and are encouraged to submit as many applications as you like and for which you are 

recommended. 


